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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, MR 

SUBJ: MAURITANIA'S IRON ORE EXPORTS ON UPSWING 

1. NATIONAL INDUSTRY AND MINING COMPANY (SNIM) DIRECTOR AMAR 
TOLD CHARGE JUNE 16 THAT MAURITANIA'S IRON ORE EXPORTS HAD 
INCREASED THUS EAR DURING SECOND QUARTER 1978. OVER WHAT THEY 
WERE IN FIRST THREE MONTHS OF YEAR. DURING MAY, EXPORTS WERE 
800,000 TONS AND AMAR HOPED THAT EIGURE 

WOULD BE ROUGHLY SAME FOR JUNE. BY CONTRAST, FIGURE EOR APRIL 
HAD BEEN ONLY 300,000 TONS AS RESULT OF DIFFICULTIES CAUSED 
BY POLISARIO ATTACKS ON RAIL LINE. IN MAY AND JUNE ONLY HALT 
IN TRAIN RUNS FROM ZOUERATE TO NOUADHIBOU OCCURRED IN LATE MAY 
AS RESULT OF REPORTED DANGER OF POLISARIO ATTACK. 

2. AMAR HOPED THAT 1978 IRON ORE EXPORTS WOULD REACH 
7,000,000 TONS. 
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